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Spring	 heralds	 change	 and	 this	 year	 the	 season	
brought	some	exciting	transitions.

						After	nearly	four	years	as	children’s	program	director,	Jan	 Bates	 is	 moving	 on	
to	 blaze	 trails	 outdoors	 in	
some	of	our	nation’s	glori-
ous	 parks.	 She	 is	 leaving	
the	program	in	the	capable	
hands	 of	 Marilyn	 Smith,	
who		just	moved	here	from	
Hickory,	North	Carolina.	
			Leaving	the	helm	of	our	
small	“ship,”	Alice	Cooper,	
who	 has	 been	 our	 library	
director	during	the	last	four	
years,	will	move	just	up	the	
road	to	head	the	Lancaster	
library.	Cherie	Carl	will	be	
interim	director.	(see inside 
for more on both women.)
			For	Alice,	this	was	a	second	stint.	She	was	library	di-
rector	for	six	years,	from	1996	until	2002,	and	returned	
for	another	four	years	in	January	2013.
	 	 	 “It’s	 a	 bittersweet	 decision	 as	 this	 library	 and	 this	
community,	where	 I’ve	 lived	 for	more	 than	20	years,	
has	a	big	place	in	my	heart,”	she	said.
			At	a	time	when	libraries	are	changing	with	new	tech-
nologies,	Alice	worked	hard	to	be	sure	the	library	was	
no	 longer	a	place	 to	 just	borrow	books	and	videos.	 It	
has	become	the	place	where	you	can	get	free	 internet	
to	work	on	your	resume,		conduct	research	and	take	an	
online	class.	The	library	building	has	become	the	place	
where	patrons	can	hold	meetings,	take	a	class,	see	local	
artwork	as	part	of	the	Artisan	Trail,	fax	an	application,	
Build-a-Bear,	get	tech	tutoring,	and	meet	an	author.

			Alice	left	just	as	the	library	is	making	preparations	for	
for	its	newest	service,	a	Mobile	Library	equipped	with	
internet	service.

	 	 	 “This	 will	 release	 the	
library	 from	 its	 bricks	
and	 mortar	 facility	 and	
has	 the	 potential	 to	 take	
it	 out	 to	 all	 geographic	
points	 of	 Northumber-
land	 County,”	 	 she	 said.	
	 	 Both	 Alice	 and	 Jan	 are	
moving	 on	 to	 new	 ven-
tures,	but	they	leave	behind	
a	 foundation	 for	 the	 Nor-
thumberland	Public	Library	
to	continue	growing	and	to	
offer	 the	 very	 	 best	 to	 the	
community.	Their	emphasis	
on	the	library	as	a	commu-
nity	means	it	revolves	around	

the	 needs	 of	 neighbors	 as	 well	 as	 the	 nurturing	 and	
openness	 that	 comes	with	belonging	 to	a	 community.
	 	 	Volunteering	here	 remains	key	 to	 the	 library’s	suc-
cess.	Alice	was	always	on	the	lookout	to	find	the	per-
son	who	might	enjoy	volunteering	to	fill	a	certain	need.	
This	will	continue.	
			As	the	library	searches	for	a	new	director,	its	volun-
teers,	dedicated	staff,	board,	and	Cherie,	will	keep	the	
library	and	all	of	its	projects	up	and	running.	
			Upon	her	departure	at	the	end	of	May,	Alice	empha-
sized	Lancaster	as	a	sister	library	and	a	desire	for	col-
laboration.	Working	 together	 in	 rural	 communities	 is	
what	makes	them	thrive.	Working	together	for	all	that	
Northumberland	 Public	 Library	 can	 do	 and	 become	
proves	that	it	truly	belongs	to	everyone.	

Community Drives Our Mighty Little Library

The triangle is the universal symbol for change
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Meet Interim Library Director Cherie Carl

Cherie	Carl	is	Northumberland	Public	Library	Inter-
im	Director,	who	comes	to	the	library	from	just	up	

the	road	in	Wicomico	Church.	She	and	husband	Keith	
moved	here	from	Virginia	Beach	in	2008.
			“I	am	delighted	and	honored	to	have	the	opportunity	
serve	my	community	as	the	interim	director	of	our	won-
derful	Northumberland	library,”	she	said.

	 	 	 	Cherie	 has	 a	 history	with	 libraries	 throughout	 the	
state	 including	Old	Dominion	University,	City	 of	VA	
Beach,	Tidewater	Community	College,	and	Rappahan-
nock	Community	College.
			At	Rappahannock	Community	College	she	managed		
libraries	at	both	campuses	and	served	as	the	director	of	
the	Richmond	County	Public	Library	during	her	tenure	
there.
		She	has	worked	in	public	schools	as	an	academic	coach	
and	 collaborated	 with	 teachers,	 students,	 counselors,	
and	administrators.	Cherie	has	a	BA	in	history	and	po-
litical	science	from	Lynchburg	College	and	a	master’s	
degree	in	Library	Science	from	Catholic	University.
	 	 	 	A	history	lover,	she	has	nearly	completed	a	gradu-
ate	certificate	in	Public	History	from	the	University	of	
Richmond’s	 School	 of	 Professional	 and	 Continuing	
Studies.
			Please	come	by	and	introduce	yourself!

Cherie Carl with husband Keith and their “critters.”

Marilyn Smith New Children’s Program Director

Marilyn Smith is new to the Northern Neck

After	eight	years	 in	Hickory,	N.C.,	Marilyn	Smith	
and	her	husband	David	recently	moved	to	Reed-

ville	for	his	job	as	the	new	pastor	at	Tibitha	Church	of	
God.	The	 timing	 couldn’t	 have	 been	 better	 as	 the	 li-
brary	was	in	need	of	a	children’s	program	director.
			Marilyn	has	worked	at	public	libraries	each	time	her	
husband’s	job	required	a	move,	and	“every	church	I’ve	
been in, I’ve organized a library,” she said.
		Marilyn	grew	up	in	northern	Indiana	where	her	library	
was	a	room	in	someone’s	house.	From	there	the	librar-
ies	got	larger	and	she	began	working	in	them.	
	 	 	At	 the	Hickory	 Pubic	Library,	 she	was	 a	 “floater”	
working	for	the	circulation	desk	at	all	seven	branches
“Libraries	are	organized	quite	differently	state	to	state,”	
she	said.
			But	her	favorite	job	has	been	working	with	children.
			“I	love	story	time	and	crafts,”	she	said.	
	 	 	Her	 favorite	 children’s	 book	 and	 the	 one	 she	 took	
out	 the	 most	 was	Virginia	 Lee	 Burton’s.	 “The	 Little	
House.”
			She	has	two	grown	children,	a	son	and	a	daughter.	Her	
daughter	has	a	Masters	in	Library	Science	and	works	at	

Indiana	University	Library.
			Marilyn	is	busy	getting	up	to	speed	with	the	library’s	
Summer	Reading	Program	but	she	always	has	time	to	
answer	your	questions	and	help	you	find	the	right	book	
for	your	children.	You	can	find	her	at	the	library	Mon-
day-Wednesday,		9	a.m.	-5	p.m.	Be	sure	to	go	online	at	
nplva.org	or	pick	up	a	hard	copy	of	a	schedule	of	this	
summer’s	fun-packed	reading	program.



The	Art	of	Poetry	at	Ye	Olde	Book	Shoppe
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Ye	Old	Book	Shoppe’s	Philospophical	Society		
held	its	second	poetry	reading	contest	in	April.		

“Ars	Poetica”	or	“The	Art	of	Poetry”	heard	readings	
and	recitations	of	poetry	from	about	a	dozen	people,	
ages	five	and	beyond.	
			Richmond	poet,	Brenda	“Twiggy”	Gough	Munford,	
read	her	original	poem,	“Beauticians	Always	Give	Ad-
vice,”	from	her	published	book,	“Songlines	of	Ophelia.			
The	book	also	includes	a	poem	called	“Northern	Neck	
‘Come	Heres’”	of	which	Twiggy,	who	has	 a	 summer	
home	in	Ophelia,	is	now	one.	(Actually,	she’s	a	Come-
Back-Here).
			The	McEntire	brothers,	Joshua	(5	½)	and	Lucas	(6)	
exercised	their	poetry	reading	skills	with	a	flair.	Lucas	
read	“An	Alien	 in	My	Soup	by	D.J.	Steinberg,	while	
little	brother	Joshua	read	“The	Fat	Black	Cat,”	by	Sha-
ron	Creech.
	 	 	And	while	 the	 love	of	 poetry,	 not	 prizes,	were	 the	
driving	force	for	the	afternoon	gathering,	it	was	a	con-
test	after	all.
	 	 	 The	 prize	 for	 “Memorization	 and	 Delivery”	 was	
awarded	to	Jenny	Tims	of	Weems,	who	recited	several	
poems	with	fantastic	dramatic	flair,	including	“Jabber-
wocky,”	by	Lewis	Carroll	and	“The	Soldier”	written	by	
British	poet	Rupert	Brooke	as	part	of	a	series	of	sonnets	
at	the	beginning	of	World	War	I.
			For	“Original	Poetry”	the	award	went	to	Fanny,	the	
Old	English	 Sheepdog.	Owner,	Catherine	Bennet	 de-

lighted	and	surprised	the	group	by	reading	several	po-
ems	by	Fanny.
			Winners	chose	poetry	books	from	the	store.
	 	 	“This	exceeded	all	our	expectations,”	said	Philoso-
pher	Club	member	Rives	Hardy.	“This	was	a	wonderful	
gathering	of	talent.	And	we	hope	we	can	do	it	again.”
Philosopher	Club	member	Bruce	Craig,	who	organizes	
the	poetry	events,	is	already	planning	one	for	this	fall.
			Meantime,	visit	the	bookstore	at	7072	Northumber-
land	Hwy.	(across	from	the	Subway)	Thurs.-Friday:	10	
a.m.	–	4	p.m.;	Sat.	10	a.m.	–	2	p.m.and	9	a.m.	-	2	p.m.	
every	Farmer’s	Market	3rd	Saturday.	

Pamela	Collins	read	this	unnamed	peace	poem	by	Carmelite	nun	Saint	Teresa	of	Ávila.

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 
Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 
It is there for each and every one of us.”

And	with	a	wink,	Rives	Hardy	shared	“The	Abominable	Snowman”	by	Ogden	Nash.
 
I’ve never seen an abominable snowman, 
I’m hoping not to see one, 
I’m also hoping, if I do, 
That it will be a wee one. 

Joshua McEntire recites “The Fat Black Cat” as Jenny Tims 
and Catherine Bennet look on. 
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New Books
ADULT (* = available late June early July)

*Camino Island, by John Grisham
A	gang	of	thieves	stage	a	daring	heist	from	a	secure	vault	deep	below	Princeton	University’s	Firestone	
Library.	Bruce	Cable	owns	a	popular	bookstore	in	the	sleepy	resort	town	of	Santa	Rosa	on	Camino	
Island	 in	Florida,	 but	makes	 his	 real	money	 as	 a	 prominent	 dealer	 in	 rare	 books.	Occasionally	 he	
dabbles	in	the	black	market	of	stolen	books	and	manuscripts.	Mercer	Mann	is	a	young	novelist	with	
a	severe	case	of	writer’s	block	and	recently	laid	off	from	her	teaching	position.	A	generous	offer	of	
money	convinces	Mercer	to	go	undercover	and	infiltrate	Cable’s	circle	of	literary	friends,	to	learn	their	
secrets.	But	Mercer	 learns	 far	 too	much,	and	 there’s	 trouble	 in	paradise	as	only	John	Grisham	can	
deliver	it.	

*The Identicals, by Elin Hilderbrand
Identical	twin	sisters	couldn’t	look	more	alike	or	live	more	differently.	Harper	Frost	doesn’t	care	what	
anyone	 thinks	 of	 her.	 She	 likes	 a	 beer	 and	 a	 shot	 and	wouldn’t	 be	 caught	 dead	wearing	 anything	
fashionable.	She’s	inherited	her	father’s	rundown	house	on	Martha’s	Vineyard,	but	can’t	hold	down	a	
job.	Her	latest	romantic	disaster	has	the	entire	island	talking.	Her	sister,	Tabitha	Frost,	living	11	miles	
away	on	Nantucket	Island,	is	dignified,	refined.	She	prefers	fine	wine	and	has	inherited	the	impeccable	
taste	of	her	mother,	the	iconic	fashion	designer	Eleanor	Roxie-Frost.	She’s	also	inherited	her	mother’s	
questionable	parenting	skills	-	her	teenage	daughter,	Ainsley,	is	in	full	rebellion	mode	-	and	a	flailing	
fashion	boutique.	This	is	the	story	of	one	unforgettable	summer	that	will	change	their	lives	forever.	

*The Duchess, by Danielle Steel
Angelique	Latham	has	grown	up	at	magnificent	Belgrave	Castle	under	the	loving	tutelage	of	her	
father,	the	Duke	of	Westerfield,	after	the	death	of	her	aristocratic	French	mother.	At	18,	she	is	her	
father’s	closest,	most	trusted	child,	schooled	in	managing	their	grand	estate.	When	he	dies,	her	half-
brothers	brutally	turn	her	out.	Unable	to	secure	employment	without	references	or	connections,	
Angelique	creates	Le	Boudoir,	soon	a	sensational	Paris	establishment	where	powerful	men,	secret	
desires,	and	beautiful,	sophisticated	women	come	together.	But	living	on	the	edge	of	scandal,	can	she	
ever	make	a	life	of	her	own--or	regain	her	rightful	place	in	the	world?

	
                                                            *Indecent Exposure, by Stuart Woods
Stone	Barrington	 learns	 that	privacy	 is	hard	 to	come	by	when	you’re	one	of	 the	 rich	and	mighty.	As	
an	eligible	bachelor,	man-about-town,	and	mover	in	the	highest	social	echelons,	Stone	Barrington	has	
always	been	the	subject	of	interest	and	gossip.	But	when	he’s	unwittingly	thrust	into	the	limelight,	he	
finds	himself	scrambling	to	take	cover.	Soon,	he	runs	afoul	of	a	particularly	tenacious	lady	and	struggles	
to	protect	not	just	his	reputation,	but	his	life.

Use of Force, by Brad Thor
As	a	storm	rages	across	 the	Mediterranean	Sea,	a	 terrifying	distress	call	 is	made	 to	 the	Italian	Coast	
Guard.	When	a	body	washes	ashore	and	is	identified	as	a	high	value	terrorism	suspect	missing	for	three	
years,	CIA	panics.	Could	he	be	connected	to	the	“spectacular	attack”	they	have	been	fearing	all	summer?	
In	a	race	against	 time,	 the	CIA	taps	an	unorthodox	source	to	get	answers:	Navy	SEAL	turned	covert	
counterterrorism	operative,	Scot	Harvath.	Hired	on	a	black	contract,	Harvath	will	provide	the	deniability	
the	United	States	needs,	while	he	breaks	all	the	rules.

  Ice Ghosts : The Epic Hunt for the Lost Franklin Expedition, by Paul Watson
The	spellbinding	 true	story	of	 the	greatest	cold	case	 in	Arctic	history--and	how	the	rare	mix	of	marine	
science	and	Inuit	knowledge	finally	led	to	the	recent	discovery	of	the	shipwrecks.
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Home Repair Wisdom & Know-How, from the editors of Fine Homebuilding
Featuring	 step-by-step	 instructions	 from	 the	 pages	 of	 Fine	Homebuilding	magazine,	 one	 of	 the	most	
trusted	 sources	on	home	 repair	and	construction,	 the	nearly	1,000-page	book	 is	organized	 into	 topics	
including:	Fixing	a	Leaky	Faucet,	Stain	Removal,	Repairing	a	Wood	Surface,	Replacing	a	Toilet,		and	more.		

           
                       

YOUNG ADULT
             Geekerella: A Fangirl Fairy Tale, by Ashley Poston
Part	romance,	part	love	letter	to	nerd	culture,	and	all	totally	adorbs,	Geekerella	is	a	fairy	tale	for	anyone	who	
believes	in	the	magic	of	fandom.	Geek	girl	Elle	Wittimer	lives	and	breathes	Starfield,	the	classic	sci-fi	series	
she	grew	up	watching	with	her	late	father.	When	she	sees	a	cosplay	contest	for	a	new	Starfield	movie,	she	has	
to	enter.	The	prize?	An	invitation	to	the	ExcelsiCon	Cosplay	Ball,	and	a	meet-and-greet	with	the	actor	Darien	
Freeman	slated	to	play	Federation	Prince	Carmindor	in	the	reboot.	With	savings	from	her	gig	at	the	Magic	
Pumpkin	food	truck	(and	her	dad’s	old	costume),		Elle’s	determined	to	win...unless	her	stepsisters	get	there	first.		
 

Given to the Sea, by Mandy McGinnis
Khosa	is	Given	to	the	Sea,	a	girl	born	to	be	fed	to	the	water,	her	flesh	preventing	a	wave	like	the	one	that	
destroyed	the	Kingdom	of	Stille	in	days	of	old.	Before	she’s	allowed	to	dance	an	uncontrollable	twitching	
of	the	limbs	that	will	carry	her	to	the	shore	in	a	frenzy--she	must	produce	an	heir.	Vincent	is	third	in	line	
to	inherit	his	throne,	royalty	in	a	kingdom	where	the	old	linger	and	the	young	inherit	only	boredom.	When	
Khosa	arrives	without	an	heir,	he	knows	his	father	will	ensure	she	fulfills	her	duty,	at	whatever	cost.	Torn	
between	protecting	the	throne	and	the	girl’s	fate,	Vincent’s	loyalty	is	at	odds	with	his	heart.

CHILDREN

     Best Frints in the Whole Universe, by Antoinette Portis
Yelfred	and	Omek	have	been	best	frints	since	they	were	little	blobbies.	They	play	and	snack,	and	sometimes	
they	even	fight,	all	in	a	language	similar	to	but	slightly	different	from	English.	When	Omek	decides	to	
borrow	Yelfred’s	new	spaceship	without	asking,	then	crashes	it,	they	have	a	big	fight.	Can	they	make	up	
and	move	on?	Award-winning	picture	book	creator	Antoinette	Portis	delivers	a	new	universe	of	cleverness	
and	imagination	in	this	hilarious,	sweet,	and	otherworldly	book	about	friendship.

Perfectly Messed-Up Story, by Patrick McDonnell
In	 this	 interactive	 and	 engaging	 read-aloud,	 bestselling	 author	 and	 award-winning	 artist	 Patrick	
McDonnell	 creates	 a	 funny,	 engaging,	 and	 almost	 perfect	 story	 about	 embracing	 life’s	 messes.		
Little	Louie’s	story	keeps	getting	messed	up,	and	he’s	not	happy	about	it!	What’s	the	point	of	telling	his	tale	
if	he	can’t	tell	it	perfectly?	But	when	he	stops	and	takes	a	deep	breath,	he	realizes	that	everything	is	actually	
just	fine,	and	his	story	is	a	good	one--imperfections	and	all.	

   The Legend of Rock Paper Scissors, by Drew Daywalt

I	hope	you’re	wearing	your	BATTLE	PANTS!	You’ve	played	 the	game.	Now	read	 the	 legend	of	 the	
three	 great	warriors	who	 started	 it	 all.	There	 are	wildly	 dramatic	 battle	 scenes	 against	 backdrops	 of	
thunderstorms,	 erupting	volcanoes,	 and	missile	 launches.	Forget	 reading	aloud	 -	 “this	 story	demands	
bombastic,	full-volume	performances.”	

 



It	is	with	mixed	emotions	 that	 I	close	out	my	ser-vice	to	NPL	on	May	31st	after	almost	four	years.		
I	retired	in	2011	from	40	plus	years	in	education	and	
seized	the	opportunity	to	reinvent	myself,	a	rare	gift.

	I	 have	 enjoyed	 every	 blessed	moment	 of	 being	 part	 of	 the	
NPL	family…and	it	IS	a	family	
from	the	staff,	 to	 the	Friends	of	
the	Library,	 to	 the	Board	of	Di-
rectors,	 to	 the	many	volunteers,	
and	finally	to	our	patrons.	Every-
one	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	 suc-
cess	 of	 the	 children’s	 programs	
at	NPL.	 I	 couldn’t	have	done	 it	
without	you	or	without	the	Nor-
thumberland	County	schools,	the	
Northumberland	Family	YMCA,	
and	 all	 the	 businesses	 and	 civ-
ic	 organizations	who	 collaborated	with	 us	 over	 the	
years.	 	When	I	asked,	people	responded,	 it	was	just	
that	simple	and	just	that	powerful.
				Thank	you	to	the	groups	who	have	supported	NPL	
children’s	 programs	 like	 the	 Northern	 Neck	 Home	
Schoolers,	Northumberland	Head	Start	and	Pre	Kin-
dergarten,	Northumberland	County	Social	 Services,	
The	 Girl	 Scouts	 of	 Northumberland	 County,	 Super	
19	of	Shiloh	Baptist	Church,	Wall	Street	Day	Care	
Center	 in	Warsaw,	and	Kingdom	Kids	Day	Care,	 to	
mention	a	few.	

			I	leave	at	an	exciting	time	for	the	library	and	the	
community.	The	coming	new	Mobile	Library	is	noth-
ing	short	of	miraculous!	This	will	extend	the	reach	of	
the	library’s	good	works	and	put	books	in	the	hands	of	

many	book-starved	children	in	our	
community.		IT’S	ALL	GOOD!
			I	know	you	will	all	support	my	re-
placement	and	continue	to	respond	
to	the	needs	of	the	library.		We	are	
all	 proud	 of	 what	 has	 been	 built	
and	know	the	importance	of	all	our	
continued	efforts.		NPL	constantly	
strives	 to	 be	 the	 “destination	 of	
choice”	 for	 our	 county	 residents	
of	all	ages.	I	am	confident	that	will	
only	 continue	 to	 strengthen	going	
forward.
	 	 	 	Last	but	not	 least,	 thank	you	to	

Eve	Jordan	for	encouraging	me	to	take	this	journey,	
and	 to	Alice	 Cooper	 for	 supporting	 me	 every	 step	
of	the	way,	giving	me	license	to	take	chances,	make	
mistakes	and	create	what	I	envisioned	it	“could”	be.		
	 	 	 	Now,	 	 I	wave	a	 farewell	as	 I	 strap	on	my	back-
pack	and	hiking	boots	and	head	for	the	mountains	(or	
wherever).	 Stock	 and	 I	 have	 visited	 almost	 40	Na-
tional	Parks	and	Historical	Monuments	so	far.	With	
continued	good	health,	we	hope	to	increase	that	num-
ber	before	we’re	too	old	to	continue.	I	think	we	have	
a	few	good	years	left.		Bon	Voyage!		 	   J.B

Telephone:	804-580-5051	 	 library@nplva.org   www.nplva.org

Interim Library Director: Cherie	Carl	 	 	 															Children’s Program Coordinator:	Marilyn	Smith
Librarians: Jayne	McQuade,	Bob	Taylor,	Alison	Towles															Library Clerks: Kara	Goodrow,	Sam	Hooker
IT Staff: Shaneak	Cockrell,	Karen	Whelan	 	 															IT Volunteer: Izaak	Hagy
Library Assistant:	Cate	Land	 	 	 	 															Publicist: Pamela	Hagy
    Ye Olde Bookstore Manager:	Carol	Kenefick	 	 	 										

Children’s	Program	Coordinator	Jan	Bates,	ended	her	tenure	at	the	end	of	May.	Begining	in	January	2013,	as	she	
transformed	children’s	services	at	the	library,	attendance	skyrocketed.	She	created	new	children’s	programs	in-
cluding:	“What	If	Wednesdays,”	Home	School	Program	(now	known	as	Northern	Neck	Homeschoolers)	Read	to	
the	Dogs,	1,000	Books	Before	Kindergarten,	Space	Camp,	Lego	Camp,	Reader’s	Theatre,	Pre-School	Outreach,	
and	the	Petting	Zoo,	among	others.	She	also	instituted	a	paid	summer	intern	program	where	local	students	work	
part-time	at	the	library.	Jan	is	on	to	a	happy	retirement	with	husband	Stock,	where	they	will	continue	to	hike	Na-
tional	Parks	throughout	the	U.S.	Here	is	her	personal	goodbye:

Happy Trails for Jan Bates 


